Acting Consul General Dodo
Consulate-General of Japan
Seattle Center Fisher Pavilion
March 10, 2013

Speech at “Shout out to Japan! Cheers from Seattle”

Hello Seattleites, Washingtonians, Americans and friends of Japan all over the world.
Kizuna is a Japanese word meaning bond of friendship, camaraderie.

Japan has risen from the depths of destruction and sorrow, and is moving forward with
determination and kizuna. The Kizuna Project presentations by high school students from
both Tohoku, Japan and Seattle, Washington are examples of this brilliant bond.

Despite many challenges after the March 11" disasters, Japan continues to be committed to
making significant contributions in the international community. You can see Japan's
kizuna spirit in its collaboration with the Gates Foundation and with NOAA (The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) here in Seattle in dealing with global issues.

This “Shout out to Japan” event, co-organized by the Consulate-General of Japan in Seattle,
the Japan America Society of the State of Washington and the Seattle Center in cooperation
with many individuals, organizations and volunteers, is proof of the bonds we share. I, on
behalf of the Government and people of Japan, wish to thank you all for such a wonderful
expression of kizuna.
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