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President Biden's visit to Seattle on April 22 included a stop at Seward Park where he signed an executive
order on the protection of old growth forests in the U.S. The ceremony was held on Earth Day in a park
which, symbolically, has one of the last major stands of old growth forests in Seattle. Seward Park also
features several landmarks with a historic connection to Japan, including a monument featuring a stone
toroé lantern that was gifted to Seattle in 1931 from the City of Yokohama in gratitude for the assistance
received after Great Kanto earthquake in 1923. Blooming sakura graced the background of President
Biden's speech and standing tall nearby was the newly reconstructed Seward Park Torii, originally built in

the 1930s by the city's Japanese American community.
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