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Earlier this week, we co-hosted a webinar on sustainable agriculture in Japan and
Washington State and heard many interesting presentations. A farmer in Chiba Prefecture
explained how bamboo, once harvested as an essential material for a variety of useful items
in Japan, has become invasive plant that threatens the health of forests and agricultural
areas. This farmer has found an innovative way to control invasive bamboo by using it to
make biochar which not keeps carbon out of the atmosphere but can also be applied to fields
as a nutrient for crops. We learned that some things seen as problems for farmers are

nature's solutions for bigger problems. Sustainable farmers are true innovators!
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