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Seattle and the Pacific Northwest are an oasis from the sweltering heat and dangerous
wildfire smoke currently engulfing much of the U.S. In the past two years we have had
our turn for suffering under a heat dome and smoky skies, but for now we are lucky to
have a comfortable environment as we start the summer. For Seattleites, the 4th of July
holiday signifies the start of our summer, and we look forward to celebrating with
fireworks and BBQ parties with friends and family. Independence Day is the official
anniversary of the foundation of the USA but in many peoples' minds, the day is about
freedom to enjoy a comfortable life. I hope that this desire for freedom to have a
comfortable summer environment and the abundance that we are accustomed to will
also inspire us to understand our impact on the climate and responsibility to take care
of it, as well.
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