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AT ¢ Seattle is a soccer town, sort of. The Seattle Sounders celebrate their 50th
birthday this year, and since 2009 the team has played in the top U.S. professional league,
the MLS. They have had quite the record over the past 15 seasons, with two MLS Cup
championships in 14 playoff appearances, four US Open Cup championships, and the team
won the CONCACAF Champions League in 2022, becoming the first MLS club to so and
qualify for the FIFA Club World Cup in 2025. The Sounders have even contributed to
Seattle's strong sister-city ties with Kobe, and in their previous league in the 1990s, the
Sounders and J-League Vissel Kobe played two exhibition games together, one in Seattle
and one in Kobe only two years after the Great Hanshin Earthquake. With Seattle as one
host city for the 2026 FIFA World Club, we sincerely hope that Japan qualifies and plays a

game here!
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