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fREEAC ¢+ T will be visiting Japan next week just in time for Sakura, and I am excited for my
first trip back since before the pandemic. After reading many articles about overtourism in
popular places like Kyoto, I am a little anxious about running into throngs of foreign tourists
but then, I realized that I will be one of those tourists. Record numbers of tourist visits is a
blessing for Japan's economy but comes at the price of sustainability and disruption of much-
beloved cultural areas. For my part, I hope my Japanese ability and experience living in Japan
will help show that at least some of the many foreign tourists visiting the country can co-exist

in a respectful and mutually beneficial manner for society.
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